
 

 

12-10, Nihonbashi 2-chome, Chuo-ku 
Tokyo 103-8668, Japan 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

 

Subject: Pharmaceutical company perspective on access to medicines 
Contribution from Takeda Pharmaceutical Company Ltd 

 

As a company committed to improving people’s lives, Takeda endeavors to improve access to 

global healthcare. Takeda takes a holistic approach to improving access to healthcare for people 

around the world through the pharmaceutical business including R&D activities alongside 

corporate citizenship activities. We are developing our vaccine operations to help prevent 

communicable diseases in emerging and developing countries as part of Takeda’s efforts to 

improve access to healthcare. In our corporate citizenship activities, our actions include working 

with international bodies to launch endowment and other programs.   

 

1. Contribution to innovation to improve access through R&D 
Takeda understands the lack of business interest in certain tropical diseases that affect only 

low income countries which leads to the stagnation of innovation of the treatment of those 

diseases, in stark contrast to the rapidly evolving treatment landscape we see for the 

treatment of diseases common in developed countries. Understanding the impact of these 

diseases to health, well-being and the development of economies, Takeda will not neglect 

these diseases. 

 

 GHIT (Global Health Innovative Technology Fund)  
Takeda has participated in since the foundation. GHIT fund is an innovative public-private 
partnership between six Japanese pharmaceutical companies, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation and the government of Japan. GHIT aims to promote the discovery and 
development of new medicines, vaccines, and diagnostics for infectious diseases 
prevalent in the developing countries. 
 

 DSM265 【MMV】GHIT  
Takeda individually funds Ph2a treatment study in Peru for DSM265, one of the GHIT 
projects. This is for patients with acute uncomplicated malaria. It is estimated to cost 42 
Oku-yen investment and takes over 10 years.  



 
 Dengue and Norovirus Vaccine  

Takeda has established a specialty business unit for vaccines and is developing promising 
vaccines candidates against Dengue and Norovirus which hold the potential to ease the 
burden of these diseases around the world. 

 
 Innovative Medicine Initiative ( IMI ) 

Takeda recently became a member. This program works to improve health by speeding up 
the development, and patient access to innovative medicines, particularly in areas where 
there are unmet medical or social needs. 

 

2. Capacity building 
Takeda acknowledges the many complicated factors that hinder the access to medicine from 

a holistic point of view, such as poverty, lack of health education, limited healthcare 

infrastructure, shortage of well-educated healthcare workers in addition to IP. In order to solve 

these problems, Takeda has implemented the following initiatives. 

 

 Takeda Initiative 
Takeda started to collaborate with the Global Fund since 2010. This is a program to 
develop the capacity of healthcare providers in three African countries, promoted in 
partnership with the Global Fund to Fight Aids, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 
 

 IDEEL Program 
Takeda started to collaborate with Project Hope since 2013. This is an e-learning program 
on diabetes for healthcare professionals in developing countries, promoted in partnership 
with the international NGO Project Hope. 

 
 HERhealth 

Takeda began supporting this program in 2015. Working women in developing and 

emerging countries suffer from inadequate health knowledge and access to health care. 

HERhealth aims to address these issues in global supply chains 

 

3. Intellectual property 
Takeda believes that IP is a critical enabler of long term access to medicines. In order for 

R&D process to be sustainable and to ensure access over time to innovative new treatments 

for patients, it is critical to appropriately protect intellectual property rights, as they enable 

investment for future medicines. One should separate IP and price = A patented medicine or 

vaccine can be affordable. We often associate patent expiry with low price and therefore 



access because of the availability of low price generics. However, access of off-patent 

molecules does remain a challenge because of other factors. Takeda fully understands and 

embraces its responsibility when it comes to access = we do aim to provide comprehensive 

access of our most innovative patented medical products and vaccines. To this objective, we 

have developed a comprehensive market access program.  

 

 Takeda IP practice 
Takeda has not filed patents in developing countries so vastly. For example, among Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs), we have filed patents in Bangladesh, Uganda and 
Mozambique only. 
 

 WIPO Re:Search 

Takeda became a member in 2015. WIPO Re:Search provides access to intellectual 

property, including pharmaceutical compounds, technologies, and most importantly 

know-how and data available for research and development for neglected tropical 

diseases(NTDs), tuberculosis and malaria. WIPO Re:Search facilitates new partnerships 

to support organizations that conduct research, ultimately improving the lives of those 

most in need. 

 

Takeda is committed to promoting corporate value creation by developing outstanding 

pharmaceutical products and delivering solutions that address unmet medical needs through a 

patient-centered approach. 
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