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The Global He@lth 2030 Innovation Task Force would like to commend the timely and important efforts of the 
High-Level Panel on Access to Medicines in addressing “remedies to the policy incoherence between the justifiable 
rights of inventors, international human rights law, trade rules and public health in the context of health technologies 
that is impeding access and the rights to health for millions.”   

The Task Force was launched on 25 September, 2015 in support of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda as an 
independent and non-profit public-private partnership with the aim of unleashing the full potential of data-driven 
innovation and low-cost information & communication technologies (ICTs) for multi-stakeholder action to 
accelerate achievement of UN Sustainable Development Goal 3 to “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for 
all at all ages” by 2030.  Indeed, the Vision & Mission statement of the Task Force explicitly seeks and supports 
“remedies to the global policy incoherence between international human rights law and trade rules in the context of 
the innovation of, and access to, medicines and health technologies” (see below).  

A decade has passed since the publication of “Public health, innovation and intellectual property rights - the Report 
of the Commission on Intellectual Property Rights, Innovation and Public Health”, WHO, 2006.  The pace of 
technological innovation during this period with the advent of broadband mobile communications and high-speed 
Internet is unprecedented in human history.  In this context, any reference to new “health technologies” are 
increasingly seen in relation to the networked economy and society.  However, while the Call for Contributions for 
the HLP on Access to Medicines notes that while critical to the attainment of health outcomes, broader issues 
relating to health systems strengthening and supply chain management fall outside of the scope of its enquiry, this is 
inherently ambiguous. 

Connecting the dots for joined up health systems for a continuum of healthcare necessarily implies an holistic 
vision.  As the recent pandemics of Ebola in West Africa and Zika in Latin America have demonstrated, the problem 
is not simply in deficits in research and development (R&D) for neglected diseases, but also in community 
mobilization, engagement of the private sector, and data systems coordination and strengthening for risk 
preparedness and response.  This is a major conclusion of the Secretary-General’s High-Level Panel on the Global 
Response to Health Crises.  In a networked world, much clearer definition of what the HLP on Access to Medicines 
means by “health technologies” is urgently required.  Fast forward another ten years and the networked dimension 
of today will be regarded as a pre-requisite of tomorrow.        

As examples, where does the role of the feedback value chains from point of supply to point of consumption to point 
of supply figure in the HLP’s deliberations, or a future drug strategy in a wired developing world?  In this regard, the 
Global He@lth 2030 Innovation Task Force is ready to assist the HLP in the contribution of any independent 
analysis of a data-driven roadmap for access to medicines and heath technologies it may require.  
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Vision and Mission 

United Nations Headquarters – 25 September, 2015 (revised 25,1.2016) 

Vision 

• To make sense and act upon the new realities in global and public health security and the digital economy and 
society as they converge in real-time by means of a breakthrough and holistic R&D agenda for action, with the 
goal of bridging a new data and information divide between countries, communities and citizens. 

• To build trust in the transformational benefits of shared personal and public health data and health information 
systems for quality, safety and performance and cost gains, advancing global health security for clinical and 
medical prevention, detection, treatment and response practices.   

• To develop a framework to enable, govern, and finance open and equitable access to the benefits of research 
data, mobilizing research knowledge for evidence-based inquiry and science-based policy action to initiate and, 
most importantly, sustain priority projects of international collaboration. 

• To advance cross-sector coordination and collaboration in standardization, interoperability, policy and regulatory 
efforts in delivering scalable and sustainable digital health platforms worldwide, where standard platforms will 
accelerate uptake and makes the power of the network count.  Likewise, to seek and support remedies to the 
global policy incoherence between international human rights law and trade rules in the context of the innovation 
of, and access to, medicines and health technologies.  

• To unleash the full potential of data-driven innovation and low-cost information & communication technologies 
(ICTs), in both developed and developing countries, for multi-stakeholder action in support of the Global Health 
Security Agenda, the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development Data, and in accelerating achievement of 
the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with especial focus on Goal 3 to “Ensure healthy lives and 
promote well-being for all at all ages” by 2030.  Planetary health for one means global health for all.  

Mission 
Working with:  

• Healthcare technology, biotechnology, biomedical and pharmaceutical companies  
• Telecom operators and ICT network, software, device and sensor manufacturers  
• Internet service and social media network providers and application software entrepreneurs 
• Insurance and financial services companies  
• Foundations and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)  
• Governments and government institutions, United Nations and other multilateral and international bodies 
• Researchers, research establishments and research leadership groups 
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To Address A Breakthrough and Holistic R&D Agenda for Action: 

1. The Mega-Trends – Define the impact and outcomes of the grand convergent of current “mega-trends” 
in global public health  and the data revolution , including the economic and social determinants of 1 2

healthcare and wellbeing. 

2. A Date-Driven Roadmap – Baseline how current and legacy health systems are being outpaced by data-
driven innovation requiring global consensus on principles and standards for open and equitable access 
to good data as the lifeblood of future healthcare and wellbeing. 

3. Data Governance – Evaluate the challenges and opportunities for building people-centric trust in health 
data governance for privacy, security, monitoring and research, examining the multi-dimensional nature 
of digital trust via multi-disciplinary and anthropological tools, among others. 

4. Digital Platforms – Delineate low-cost and transformational digital technology interventions that will 
realize the potential of digital health platforms across public and private health systems.  3

5. Risk Preparedness – Support emerging data platforms and platform inter-operability for Global Early 
Warning Systems and Risk Preparedness for Ebola, Zika and future pandemics via multi-stakeholder, 
R&D,  coordination and collaboration, with private sector leadership.  4

6. Platform Interoperability – Promote cross-industry standardization and interoperability, policy and  
trade, and legal and regulatory efforts in advancing innovation in, and access to, essential medicines and 
digital health technologies in developed and developing countries.  

7. Supply Chains – Design global, regional and national data-driven supply chain models for life saving 
commodities, vaccines and medicines, matched to health workforce needs. 

8. Health Innovation Tracks – Deliver data-driven Thematic Innovation Tracks linked to SDG Goal 3 as 
demanded for maternal and child health, HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis & Malaria, Chronic NCDs, 
antimicrobial resistance (AMR), universal health coverage, the diseases of climate change, Ebola and 
Zika. 

9. Catalytic Partnerships – Broker a collective and multi-stakeholder partner platform for digital health 
with indicators for measurement consistent with and in support of the SDGs. 

10. National Strategies – Create political will through advocacy of national digital health strategies at the 
highest level of cabinet for a “one government approach”, in partnership with business, civil society and 
multilateral organizations.

 Eg, Ebola, Zika, next and existing infectious disease pandemics, antimicrobial resistance (AMR), chronic non-communicable 1

disease such as cancer, heart disease, diabetes and obesity, newborn, child, and maternal health, dementia and aging populations, 
and the diseases of climate change.

 Eg, Smart mobility, cloud computing, broadband communications, big data, social media and open source software.2

 Eg, Electronic Health (e-health); Mobile Health (m-health); platform architectures; electronic healthcare records (EHR); big 3

data analytics; intelligent devices; power sources; connectivity; process transformation; diagnostic technologies; and, remote 
interventions/analyses.

 See, “SDG 3.d: “Strengthen the capacity of all countries, in particular developing countries, for early warning, risk reduction 4

and management of national and global health risks”, UNGA, 27 September, 2015, “Report of the Ebola Interim Assessment 
Panel”, WHO, 7 July 2015, “Advisory Group on Reform of WHO’s Work in Outbreaks and Emergencies, Firs Report”, WHO, 15 
November, 2015, “Will Ebola change the game?  Ten essential reforms before the next pandemic."  The report of the Harvard-
LSHTM Independent Panel on the Global Response to Ebola, 23 November, 2015, “The Neglected Dimension of Global 
Security: A Framework to Counter Infectious Disease Crises”, Commission on a Global Health Risk Framework for the Future; 
National Academy of Medicine, National Academy of Medicine, 15 January 2016.  “Protecting Humanity from Future Health 
Crises”, Report of the High-level Panel on Global Response to Health Crises, United Nations, 25 January 2016. 
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